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ZONING ORDINANCE #£ 35
FOR
ST. IGNACE TOWNSHIP

MACKINAC COUNTY
MICHIGAN

SECTIONI - TITLE
This ordinance shall be know and may be cited as “The Zoning Ordinance of St. Ignace Township.”

SECTIONII - PURPOSE

An ordinance establishing comprehensive zoning regulations for St. Ignace Township, Michigan in
accordance with the provisions of the Michigan Township Planning Act, Act 168 of 1959, and all acts
amendatory thereof, to promote health, safety, convenience, prosperity and general welfare by regulating
the use of land, placement of all structures, area size, and use of buildings on lots, Furthermore, it is the
intent of these regulations that the most appropriate use of land will be encouraged and that these
regulations will recognize the economic environmental values of all lands within the town.

SECTION 1V - DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this ordinance, certain terms and words are hereby defined. The word person includes
a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, company, or corporation as well as an individual; the
present tense includes the future tense; the word ghall is mandatory, and the work may is permissive; the
works used or occupied include the words intended, designed or arranged to_be used or occupied; the
word lot includes the words plot or parcel, :



ACCESSORY USE OR STRUCTURE: A use or structure on the same lot with, and customarily
incidental and subordinate to, a principal use or structure. '

APARTMENT: A room or suite or rooms in a multi-family. or multi-use building arranged and intended
as a place or residence for a single family or a group of individuals living together as a single
housekeeping unit.

APARTMENT BUILDING: Three or more dwelling units grouped in one building,

BASEMENT: The portion of a building below the first floor joists, at least half of whose clear ceiling.
height is above the level of the adjacent ground.

BED AND BREAKFAST: Also referred to as a boarding house, rooming house, lodging house,
fraternity house, sorority house or dormitory. A dwelling having one (1) kitchen and used for the purpose
of providing lodging and meals for pay or compensation of any kind, to more than two persons other than
members of the family occupying such dwelling.

BOATHOUSE: A structure used for storage of watercraft and related equipment, and for no other
purpose. o '

BORROW PIT: A land use involving the excavation or digging of material for use as fill at another site.
Also, an excavated area where earth material has been dug for use as fill at another site.

BUILDING: Any structure for the shelter, support or enclosure of persons, animals, or property of any
kind; and when separated by bearing walls without openings, each portion of such building so separated
ghall be deemed a separate building. : '

BUILDING HEIGHT: The vertical distance measured from the average grade at the building to the
average elevation of the roof of the highest story. '

CARE HOME: Includes rest and nursing homes, adult foster care homes, convalescent homes and
boarding homes for the aged; established to render nursing care for chronic or convalescent patients.

COMMUNICATION TOWER:  means any structure, whether free-standing or-attached to an existing
building or structure, that is designed and constructed primarily for the purpose of supporting one or more
antennas, including self-supporting lattice towers, guy towers or monopole towers. The term includes
radio and television transmission towers, microwave towers, common-carrier towers, cellular telephone
towers, alternative tower structures and the like, -

CONDITIONAL USE: A land use or development which would not be appropriate generally or without
restriction throughout the zone district but which, if controlled as a mumber, area, size, location, or
relation to neighborhood, and as to compatibility with official town plans, wonld not be injurious to the
public health, safety, convenience, morals, order, comfort, appearance, prosperity or general welfare.

DISTRICT: An area within which certain uses of land and buildings are permitted and all others are
prohibited; yards and other open spaces are required; lot areas, building height limits, and other
requirements are established; all of the foregoing being identical for the district in which they apply.

DWELLING: A building or portion thereof arranged or designed to provide living facilities for one (1)
or more families. v

DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY: A detached residence designed for or occupied by one family only,
including a mobile home, and connected to water, electrical supply and an approved sewage disposal
system. )

2



DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY: A residence designed for or occupied by two famxhes, with separate
housekeeping and cooking facilities for each. )

DWELLING, MULTIPLE-FAMILY: A residence designed for or occupied by three or more families,
with separate housckeeping and cooking facilities for each.

DWELLING, MOBILE HOME: Manufactured transportable housing designed with undercarriage
wheels and towing device, and intended for occupancy as a complete year-round single-family dwelling
unit upon arrival and placement on a site, with or without a permanent foundation designed to support
such transportable unit. For purposes of this ordmance, the term shall include all such transpormble
housing 20 feet or more in length, 16 feet or more in width, and 5,000 pounds or more in weight,
containing the same water supply, waste disposal and electrical conveniences as immobile housing,
Double-wide housing units shall be interpreted for purposes of this ordinance as sitigle family dwelling
unit, not a mobile home.

DWELLING, MODULAR HOME: A single-family dwelling suitable for year-round occupancy, which
consists of more than one module either partially or wholly factory-fabricated and containing a
framework which does not contain wheels or towing tongue. When transported to a building site, it will
be placed on a permanent foundation so as to be substantially affixed to the site and connected to a water
supply, waste disposal system and electrical supply, thereby making it immobile housing,

DWELLING, SEASONAL OR RECREATIONAL: A residence occupied only on a part-time basis,
not to exceed eight (8) consecutive months, and not requiring public services such as school bus
transportation or snow plowing or roads by a governmental unit.

DWELLING UNIT: A building or portion thereof arranged or designed for permanent occupancy by
not more than one (1) family for living purposes and having cooking facilities.

EXCAVATION, COMMERCIAL: The digging of soil, sand, gravel, rock, minerals, clay or other
earthen material from a land surface for any of the following purposes: When pnmanly for cantying on a
business or manufacturing operation for the purpose of sale, exchange, processing or manufacture. Does
not mean grading or filling incidental to improvement of the land,

FACILITIES AND SERVICES: Those facilities and services that are normally accepted as necessary
for urban living such as paved streets, public and/or private. water supply and sanitary sewer disposal,
storm drainage system, schools, parks and playgrounds.

FAMILY: Means as individual or a group of two or more persons related by blood, marriage, adoi:ﬁon,
together with not more than three additional persons not related by blood, marriage, adoption, living
together as a single housekeeping unit,

FARMING: Agricultural activity or the raising of livestock or small animals as a source of income.

FLOOR AREA: The total enclosed floor arca of structure used for residential purposes, excluding the
floor area of uninhabitable basements, cellars, garages, accessory buildings, attics, breezeways, and
porches. For manufacturing, business or commercial activities which, in the case of the latter, includes
customer facilities, showcase facilities, and sales facilities.

FRONTAGE: The length of the front property line of the lot, lots or tract of land abutting a public street,
road or highway.
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GASOLINE SERVICE STATION: Building or lot, or portions thereof, used and limited in function to
retail sale of gasoline, oil, grease, anti-freeze, tires, batteries and automobile accessories, and such
services such as lubrication, washing, polishing and other minor servicing to motor vehicles.

GARAGE: Means a fully enclosed building for the storage of motor vehicles not including buildings in
which fuel is sold or repair of other services performed,

HEIGHT: Means the vertical distance from the highest point to a structure, excepting any chimney or
antenna on a building, to the average ground level of the grade where the walls of other structural element
intersect the ground.

HOME OCCUPATION: means a use conducted entirely within an enclosed buildings, employing only
the inhabitants hereof, and not more than two other persons, which is clearly incidental and secondary to
residential occupancy and does not change the character thereof. Specifically excluded is the storage and
display of merchandise not produced by such home occupation, or any activity involving any building
alternations, window displays, construction features, equipment, machinery or outdoor storage, any of
which is visible from off the lot on which located,

HOTEL: A building occupied as a more or less temporary abiding place of individuals who are lodged
with or without meals, in which as a rule the rooms are occupied singly for hire, in which provision is not
made for cooking in any individual apartment, except for the management.

JUNK YARD: Any land or building used for commercial, storage and/or sale of paper, rags, scrap
metals, other scrap or discarding materials, or for the dismantling, storage or salvaging of automobiles or
other vehicles not in running condition, or of machinery or parts thereof, but not to be used as a dump.

KENNEL: Any ownegoccupied place on which four (4) or more dogs, six (6) months of age of older are
kept for any reason other than veterinary medicine, including for board, breeding or sale.

LAND USE PLAN: Refers to the St. Ignace Township Land Use Plan currently in effect.

LOT: Land occupied or to be occupied by a building and its accessory buildings, or by a dWel]ing group
and its accessory buildings, together with such open spaces as are required under the provisions of this
ordinance for a lot in the district in which such lot is situated, and having the required frontage on a stret.

LOT AREA: The total horizontal area included within lot lines. Where the front lot line is the center line
of a street or lies in part or in whole in the street area, the lot area shall not include that part of the lot in
use or to be used as the street.

LOT - DEPTH OF: The average horizontal distance between the front lot line and the rear lot line.

LOT - FRONT OF: The side or sides of an interior or through lot which abuts a street; in a corner lot,
the side or sides abutting either street may be considered as the front lot line provided that the side
selected as the front has the required minimum lot frontage.

LOT FRONTAGE: That portion of a lot extending along a street line. In odd-shaped or triangular-
shaped lots the length of the frontage may be reduced to not less than one-half (%) of any minimum
frontage herein required and that the actual length of the street line shall not be legs than 50 feet.

LOT INTERIOR: A lot other than a corner lot.



type ot shops in the center.

SIGN: Any structure, part thereof, or device attached thereto or painted or represented thereon or any
material or thing, which displays numerals, letters, words, tredemark or other representation used for
direction, or designation of any person, firm, organization, place, product, service, business or industry
which is located upon any land, on any building, in or upon a window, or indoors in such a manner as to
attract attention from outside the buildings.

SIGN AREA: The sign area is the surface of the structure used to convey the message exclusive of the
necessary supports or any appurtenances required by the building code. The area of open sign structures,
consisting of letters or symbols without a solid surface in-between, shall be calculated on the basis of the
total area within the perimeter of letters aud/or symbols. The area of a double face sign, which is
constructed back to back as a single unit, shall be calculated according to the surface area of one side

only.

SIGN - OUTDOOR ADVERTISING: A sign which calls attention to a business, commodity, service,
entertainment or other activity conducted, sold, or offered elsewhere than on the premises upon which the
sign is located.

STORY: That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the floor
next above it. A basement shall be counted as a story if its ceiling is over six feet above the average level
of the finished ground surface adjoining the exterior walls of such story, surface adjoining the exterior
walls of such story, or if it is used for business or dwelling purposes,

5
































































































